which the Muslims worked for the triumph of this idea, has created
a momentum towards the democratic goal which will take a long
time to spend itself out although, of course on our part, we are de-
termined that it shall never be exhausted. For if we stray from the
democratic way of life in political or in social matters and become
apathetic to the principles of the equality of men, the dignity of
individual effort and enterprise, equal citizenship and social justice
for all, irrespective of race or creed, we shall cease to be the nation
that we are, the nation we dreamt to be.
The fact that the majority of our people are Muslims has other
important implications.
In the first place, it makes for homogeneity, for Islam is a very
simple, clear-cut religion and does not admit of any major varia-
tions. This homogeneity has been demonstrated on more than one
occasion during the history of the past few years. For example, when
the late Mohammed AH Jinnah of revered memory, the father of
our nation whom we called Quaid-i-Azam or the Great Leader, ar-
ticulated for us our obscure but deep longing for freedom and called
it "Pakistan," his clarion call had a lightning effect and within a very
short time stirred the heart of a hundred million Muslims from one
end of the subcontinent to the other. Again, when the influx into
Pakistan of seven million destitute refugees bent us almost double
with the enormous economic weight that was placed on the back of
our new nation, it was the unity of our people that saved us from
collapse. It is the same unity that enables us to take quick and almost
unanimous decisions in our national affairs. . , .
In the midst, therefore, of alarums and excursions, Pakistan stands
firm, with its steadfast faith in its own ideology, earnestly endeavour-
ing to apply it to the practical world of human affairs, in order to
promote the welfare of mankind. This way of life is not a new
manifesto that we have presented to ourselves. We have not adopted
it because we have emerged as a new nation in the world. We
emerged as a new nation because we believed in it. This way of life
is not a political creed with us. It is our religion. It is not something
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